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A brief history of my Technology

     I had heard that this class was a lot of work and that is an understatement! Yet as I reflect on this class it is by far the one that has helped me grow professionally. I hold a state certificate that says I am proficient in technology but that was issued in 2001 and things have changed. I teach next to a cohort who has her Masters of Education in Technology, she has been my life line. If I needed help (and I did) my students would always say, “Should we go get Mrs.Blader?” During the summer of 2006, Sandra Blader and I attended professional development training for Spotsylvania County on technology. We took part in the development of lessons and training for computers on wheels, COWS. Our COWS are three towers which hold ten lap top computers each. These Cows were introduced in our school at the beginning of the 2006-2007 school year. The unit lesson I wrote for that was my first big step on the way to becoming a teacher who uses technology on a regular basis .Now that I am nearing the end of ITEC501 I am much more confident. I have been challenged to go outside my comfort box so often that I like the view from the outside. I now think of how technology can be used before I plan a lesson instead of planning a lesson and maybe working in technology.
NTES for Students and Teachers

      The National Educational Technology Standards for Students and Teachers are two documents that I have become familiar with because of this course. During the planning as writing of each of my lessons the NETS for Students was used and the standards covered are listed. According to our text Linking Technology and Curriculum by Jeri Carroll and Tonya Witherspoon these technologies are covered in six broad topics: (1) Basic operations and concepts, (2) social, ethical, and human issues, (3) technology productivity tools, (4) technology communications tools, (5) technology research tools and (6) technology problem solving and decision-making tools. (p6)  In each one of these areas I feel my students have shown growth this year and have gone beyond my expectations. They have and have become adept at using telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with their peers.  My students are not only using technology to enhance their learning on a more regular basis but are also involved with helping the members of a Kindergarten class learn how to use PowerPoint to show case their learning.
   The ISTRE NETS for Teachers also coves six broad topics (1) technology operations and concepts, (2) planning and designing learning environments and experiences, (3) teaching, learning, and the curriculum, (4) assessment and evaluation, (5) productivity and professional practice, and (6) social, ethical, legal and human issues. (p6). I feel I have covered these topics in my eportfolio as well as in my classroom this year.
Bloom and Tomei’s Taxonomies

          Through the lessons I created for this course my students have gone through many levels of Dr. Lawrence Tomei’s Taxonomy. Level 1is understanding technology and my students and I have shown that we can use the internet, computers, and computer programs to add to our learning. Level 2 is collaboration   and in many of the lessons the students interacted both in gathering information and presenting information. This is a necessary skill to have when many times computers have to be shared. As students used their computer skills and lessons to analyze information and or created graphs to answer questions about the mortality rate in Virginia’s Civil War battles they go to Tomei’s level 3 and 4 Decision-Making and Infusion. 

     Blooms levels of thinking were taken into consideration as the technology lessons were created. Level 1 Knowledge is best shown in the interactive quiz on the products of Virginia’s 5 Regions. It is a check the box test at assesses what the student remembers. Knowledge and Comprehension were parts of all the lessons. During the tutorial on Famous Virginians and American Documents students were classifying information and using Level 3 Application to create their PowerPoint presentations. Level 4 Analysis is a skill I see being used during most applications on the computer and when students are working with a partner they analyses together what information to use, how to display it as well as what and how to present the information. Creating graphs and analyzing them to infer answers to questions asked as well as stating knowledge level answers gained from the graph are ways the students engaged in many levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy in one lesson. Creating posters on famous Virginians or Civil War Battles after research would be examples of Synthesis is action. How students think and the processes they go through are important and when computer skills are used to advance that learning they are called upon to use many of the levels of Bloom.
My Journey

     My target audience of this course and the largest amount of my teaching day is Fourth Grade Virginia Studies. I began what was to be my journey into not the unknown, but little known world of technology in the classroom.  I had what Carroll and Witherspoon recognize as two important factors to overcome anxiety and fear. (p9) In my reflections of this class I compared myself to the levels of adoption discussed. I started on the high end of level one or the entry level. I had some anxiety when trouble arises using the basic tools of word processing, e-mail, and the Internet.
      I reached level two (adoption) when I created the tutorial. I learned to use screen capture and Paint to create tutorials that my students could use easily. This was like a light coming on and I was on my way to the third level (adaptation). 
      I had created a technology unit during my professional development prior to this course and put it to use in my classroom. I thought I was using more technology in my teaching and to teach my students, but not any where near what I was to do through ITEC 501. The first lesson I tackled with my three social studies classes was the tutorial I created on American Documents and Famous Virginians. Through this lesson the students had to access files set up on the j drive on our school’s computer system to complete the power point they were to create. I had to set up the folders and I had never done that. I also learned how to access each student’s own home or h file to evaluate the work they had saved. This opened up new ways for me to assess students work. The quiz I created on the product and industries of Virginia’s Five Regions was another way I could assess my students through the use of technology. In this lesson they take the interactive quiz copy and save a copy to their h drive. Here again I can assess the work from my computer or students can print a copy and hand it in to be graded.  While my students took part in the lesson Important Civil War People and Battles in Virginia they were required to use web sites to do research, collaborate with a partner to create a poster which included WordArt, a background, inserting pictures, different size fonts and text boxes. They then used their research to give an oral presentation. They students went far beyond my example proving to me that once again they are more adept in technology than I. Though the use of a PowerPoint instructional lesson my students learned about Virginia’s Three Branches of Government. Here a clip from United Streaming on the history of Virginia’s government was inserted. There is also an interactive quiz to take. Then to put the students learning into action they are to create a PowerPoint on the three branches of government. 
    Most of the work I have done for this class and have implicated in my classroom seems to be in adaptation but I or we did stretch into the fourth level of appropriation. When we did the Monster activity we were involved with online collaboration with my daughter-in-law’s 4th grade class. This was well worth the logistics involved in getting scanned pictures and folders of students work sent back and forth between the two classes. We also as a classroom took part on a online presentation at Jamestown. This posed some trouble with different feed times but we made quick adjustments and still took part in this presentation.
     According to Carroll and Witherspoon, Level five (innovation) is reached when teachers begin to redesign their classrooms where technology is an integral part of all appropriate experiences.(p9) I think I am well on my way to this level. I do think about how I can use technology when I plan a lesson. I love to watch the interactions of my students when they are working together on the computer. I have worked hard to improve my skills and my excitement and progress has been shared by the 4th grade team I work with. Because of ITEC 501 I feel more confident with my own computer skills. I have made the time to practice new skills and am looking forward to continuing the use of technology as an interracial part of my teaching. 
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